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Choose one of the following books. While reading, make annotations (notes) on the plot elements
(main character, minor character, setting, problem, important events, etc.) of each chapter and
summarize the chapter. You will be able to use your notes on your summer reading assessment.

Hush by Jacqueline Woodson
Evie Thomas is not who she used to be. Once she had a best friend, a happy home and a loving grandmother
living nearby. Once her name was Toswiah. Now, everything is different. Her family has been forced to move to
a new place and change their identities. But that's not all that has changed. Her once lively father has become
depressed and quiet. Her mother leaves teaching behind and clings to a new-found religion. Her only sister is
making secret plans to leave. And Evie, struggling to find her way in a new city where kids aren't friendly and
the terrain is as unfamiliar as her name, wonders who she is. Jacqueline Woodson weaves a fascinating
portrait of a thoughtful young girl's coming of age in a world turned upside down

Flush by Carl Hiaasen
Noah's dad is sure that the owner of the Coral Queen casino boat is flushing raw sewage into the
harbor--which has made taking a dip at the local beach like swimming in a toilet. He can't prove it though, and
so he decides that sinking the boat will make an effective statement. Right. The boat is pumped out and back
in business within days and Noah's dad is in the local lock-up.

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways hum with the
murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit
revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. At first. Then they turn on her. Stargirl
is suddenly shunned for everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and desperate with love, urges
her to become the very thing that can destroy her: normal. In this celebration of nonconformity, Newbery
Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a tense, emotional tale about the perils of popularity and the thrill and inspiration
of first love.

The Journey Back by Priscilla Cummings (Sequel to Red Kayak)
Escaped and on the run, can Digger find redemption? His bold escape from a juvenile detention facility nearly
kills him, but soon an angry fourteen-year-old Digger is on the run, hijacking a tractor trailer, "borrowing" a
bicycle, and stealing a canoe. When injuries stop him, Digger hides at a riverside campground, where he
befriends a young boy and a girl his own age. New friends, a job caring for rescued horses, and risking his life
to save another make Digger realize that the journey back is not just about getting home, it's about discovering
what he's really running from, and how to come to terms with his troubled past.

Heat by Mike Lupica
OR ANY OTHER BOOK BY THIS AUTHOR
Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations of leading his team all the
way to the Little League World Series. But his firepower is nothing compared to the heat Michael faces in his
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day-to-day life. Newly orphaned after his father led the family’s escape from Cuba, Michael’s only family is his
seventeen-year old brother Carlos. If Social Services hears of their situation, they will be separated in the
foster-care system—or worse, sent back to Cuba. Together, the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone
who asks too many questions. But then someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with
as much power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his age, no birth certificate, and no parent to
fight for his cause, Michael’s secret world is blown wide open, and he discovers that family can come from the
most unexpected sources.

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan
OR ANY OTHER BOOK BY THIS AUTHOR
Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can't seem to focus on his schoolwork or control his temper. And lately,
being away at boarding school is only getting worse-Percy could have sworn his pre-algebra teacher turned
into a monster and tried to kill him. When Percy's mom finds out, she knows it's time that he knew the truth
about where he came from, and that he go to the one place he'll be safe. She sends Percy to Camp Half
Blood, a summer camp for demigods (on Long Island), where he learns that the father he never knew is
Poseidon, God of the Sea. Soon a mystery unfolds and together with his friends -- one a satyr and the other
the demigod daughter of Athena -- Percy sets out on a quest across the United States to reach the gates of the
Underworld (located in a recording studio in Hollywood) and prevent a catastrophic war between the gods.

-------------------------------------Special Circumstances-------------------------------------

****Honors ELA Classes Students taking the accelerated ELA class must read both books
described below. These books will be the focus of our 1st Quarter studies.

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
The Outsiders is about two weeks in the life of a 14-year-old boy. The novel tells the story of Ponyboy
Curtis and his struggles with right and wrong in a society in which he believes that he is an outsider.

That Was Then This is Now by S.E. Hinton
S. E. Hinton's moving portrait of the bond between best friends Bryon and Mark and the tensions that develop
between them as they begin to grow up and grow apart.

***Students who did not attend Pottsgrove for 6th Grade must read the book described below.
7th grade classes will be reading the sequel to this book at the beginning of the year.

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen
At fifteen, Cole Matthews has been fighting and stealing for years. The punishment for his most recent
crime is harsh. This time, Cole will have to choose between prison and Circle Justice. He will live either
behind bars or in isolation for one year. Cole chooses Circle Justice. But in the first days of his
banishment to a remote Alaskan island, he is mauled by a mysterious white bear and nearly dies. Will the

attack of the spirit bear destroy Cole's life or save his soul?


